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About the Collection

These poems are lajassroonteachers in the 2018ational Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) Teacher InstitutéiThe Civil Rights Movement: Grassroots Perspectives from-1940
19800

The institute was hosted by the Duke University Franklin Humanities Institute, in collaboration
with the SNCC Legacy Project and Teaching for Change.

The peopléhonored by the poetry are veterans of the Civil Rights Movement. The authors
learned about thework from SNCC Digital (wwwsnccdigital.orf, the CRMvet.org website,
and additional resources shared during the institute

The approach usedtowritetheo ems i s from a | essornldashind i nda (
Sorrow and Joy: Writing Paety f r om Hi st o r Veachingdor Joy anceJustice:ur e 0 i
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Amelia Boynton
ByShonda Dawson

Whenyou write about me make sure you tell them that my
commitment to social action did not start on Htenund Pettis
Bridge and that | had been putting my hand on the freedom p
long before the sixties
Write that | was inspired by my mother, a committed suffragis
Write that | was taught by my father the importance of land ownership

Write that when | wag0 years old | went with my Mama on horse and buggy traveling from

place to place to take women to register and cast their votes

Write that | grew up with the expectation to become a leader

Write that | learned farming techniques from George Washingtove€at Tuskegee University
Write that | help revitalize the Dallas Count
Write that | instilled the lessons and virtues and values into my sons, and my son challenged
segregation in bus terminal Boynton vVirginia a case that ruled segregation was illegal in

public transportation

Dond forget to tell them that | wrote a book about my uncle RobertISnyals the same Robert
Smallsthat escaped from slavery with his family on a stolen confederate vegsétetononey

for our cause

Write that | dedicated my entire life to teaching my people the value of land ownership

Write that | was so committed to voter registration that instead of eating fried chicken, green

beans and sweet tea we planned a massmgdeti a voter registration rally

Write that my home was often used as a place or refuge and rest for the civil rights workers

passing through

Write that in 1964 | was the first black woman in the history of the state of Alabama to run for
congress

Write that | was a business woman

Write that | was on the frontlines of the March from Selma to Montgomery and that | was tear
gassed and beaten unconscious on Bloody Sunday

Write that at 104 years olccrossed the Edmund PettisidBje again for the 50th annigary.
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Write that | was called the matriarch of the voting rights movement

Now if you are going to tell them what | did please make sure you tell them what | said

On humanity:

AOnly until al | human beings

begi nmejudicebe ecogni

gone forever. People ask me what race | am, but there is no such thing as race. | just answer: "I'm

a member of the human race. 0
On | i f e: Write that I bel i eve

Aithe quality, n

When recograing my life remember | lived by one mantra: A voteless people is a hopeless

people
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For Amzie Moore
By Ben Phillis

Write that | had to pick cotton to care for myself in the Jim Cr¢

South when my mother died at age 14.

| became aegistered black voter in the 1930s. Systemic viole

did not deter me.

| risked my life in World War Il for a country that gave me only seedads citizenship. Seeing

the world changed my view of that level of citizenship and alleged white superiorit

| used hard work after returning to America to gain business opportunities and wealth in my
community. Even though meritocracy is often a myth for the oppressed, still | rose.

| had more wealth than many black people around me. | was constantlydiorrieose who

were worse off than me, so | fought for them to have food, clothes, and a job.

| went to the Emmett Till trial, though it was packed with white community members, white

police, and the possibility of death. The black community went to s¥ute people that there

would be no more of wh a40years.dlitrewasgtemginannced t he

numbers.

| wanted some fairness in the courts, but it would not come under the current system. So | looked

to make change.

| had no fear of themallminded.

| stood up to white supremacists that | knew had killed three or four people.

| c¢cl aimed that | wasnét that brave, but my ac
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| proposed a major voter registration movement in Mississippi that helped oharegiean
politics forever. Ella Baker sent me Bob Moses, who | helped grow into a powerful young

leader.

| helped SNCC build essential networks to organize that voting movement as a local leader in the
Delta region. | used my position as an NAACP offieiatl a business owner to protect and

serve.

| put life, liberty, and property on the line for people | hardly knew.

| was certainly impressed by them, though. The blue jeans wearers had an astounding lack of

fear.

| gave those blue jeartdad SNCC workses living in my house cheese and peaches. This
physical sustenance in good company sustained us all mentally. The constant smiles from SNCC
organizers never faded. Those smiles celebrated our successes in Mississippi, both large and

small.

Write that I, Anzie Moore, was not unknown and should never cease to be. My role, like every

other single human in the movement, was indispensable.
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Anne Braden
By Bethany Hobbs

Write that | was born into a white, middle class family.
That like others in the South.ewvent to church on Sunday.
And itds alright with me |if hat |

religion.

You know, | loved the parts about universal brotherhood and
sisterhood,

Of loving your neighbor as yourself.

But write that the world | grew up in didnét
Because when my clothes got old,

They became hanahe-downs for a Black girl who was taller than me.

So the c¢clothes were not only worn out, they a
My familythought it was generous and compassionate.
Write that | was taught to be paternalistic,

But that even as a child | was questioning. | was developing a different idea of fairness.

Write that | was educated. | went to college! And that was démdjfor me at the time.

Ok, I admit . |l didndédt want to go to an all wo
|l mean, | was worried | wouldnot find a husba
You can write that.

But | figured World War 1l would decrease the number of men on campuses angwal $t.

And what a relief to be surrounded by only women!

Write that | had been taught to make myself as attractive as possible to men;

to hide the fact that | have a brain since men don't like smart women;

to learn to make men feel important;

to be a belle of the ball;

But write that in college | no longer felt | had to downplay my intelligence.

| found mentors who showed me that my life could break through the limits of womanhood | had

been offered.
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Write that | learned life is about buildingg@nger communities,

And that personal happiness wasndét as i mport a

Write that | took my career as a journalist seriously.

And when | was covering stories from the courthouse in Birmingham in 1946,

| knewit was wrong to see a young black man sentenced to 20 years in prison

for accusations from a white woman that he looked at her

in an Ainsulting way. o

But be sure to write that it wasndét just wron
because of the injustice towards the Black man;

Writethat At he white woman, by playing into the
protected, was doing something terrible to he

And my political consciousness was expanding again at that time.

Write that | realized | grew up whit@bsorbing the picre provided for me

of myself as privileged because of the color of my skin.

Write that |,

against all efforts of people to socialize me for that particular place in society,

sure as hell refused this way of life.

Write that | deendedh! ®dNo, | have had

| refused to be a tool of white supremacy.

Write that | was certain of this, Aln this ra
oppression as women only when we reject once and for all the privileges conferred on us by our

white skin. o

And itdéds important for you to write one more
Write that | had believed people were well off because they were smart, disciplined, and
hardworking.

And that if people were poor it meant they had madedeatsions or were lazy.

But write that when | was working at the Louisville Times, | often helped Carl Braden write

reports about labor organizing.
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Write that Carl, who had grown up in a working class family, helped me commit myself to
ending class oppssion. And that | helped him commit himself to the battle against white
supremacy.

Write that | married Carl Braden so that we could work together.

Write that we bought a house for Andrew Wade, a Black man, and his family.

And we bought the house im all white neighborhood.

Write that we didnot do this because we were
Pl ease, yob6all. This nonsense! But to use comm
But we didndét do i becaduselvesnewr irtended to\tze d missiorsamyli | y ,
We did this because it was the right thing to do!

We did it because we had been working for fair housing with others in our community for years!

We did it because our consciousness demanded it.

|  wa Bnmedtmy enderstanding,

Sodond6t write that | was the first Southern, w
contradictions.

There were so many who did this before me, who were also doing it at the same time as me,

so write that | was a part aflegacy.

Write that | was an activist,

A strategist, a organizer. Write that | was a mentor.

Write about the ways | supported the movement while also participating in it.

With my humor. With my refusal to stop. With

Donét write about how anything in my |ife was
Il n any of the places in your | ife youdve been
AYou dondt have to be a parti mnft htereotwoerl dAnnoer i
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Annie Pearl Avery
By Jessica A. Rucker

Write that | was born in Bi
college campus/

That | experienced police barging into my home searching for

brother
And that my uncle was lynched/
Write that | was exposed to continuous violence

So | went down to that station to meet the Freedom Riders/

| coul dndét get through the

pol i ce

Write that | was arrested in Georgia and my life was threatened/

So | walked the Edmund Pettus Bridge on Bloody Sunday/

| sat at the lunch counters and | carried weapons for protection

Wh at t hat I sai d, AnLord if
of f o/

| was gently asked by Reverend

sure if | could practice nonviolence/

Write that I had a habit of

So | began organizing witBNCC/

| directed voter registration in Hale County, Alabama and /

pushing

t

barr.i

he
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Write that | 6ve never abandoned my commitment

| was arrested in 2014 at the Alabama State Capitol and two weeks ago | was supporting the Poor
Peopl eds Campaign/

Write that | believe Awhen you stand up for r
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Bayard Rustin
By Jordan Dietrich

| ask of you no shining gold:
| seek not epitaph or fame:
No monument of stone for me,

For man need never speak mgme.

You probably donét know my name, and thatos a
| wrote these words in high school, where | learned a thing or two about partial freedoms
An integrated school in 1920s West Chester bu

As long as gu reap the seeds | sowed, | do not care if you know my role

But i f you must reveal that | was the movemen
Write that | was born with freedom on my mind
Descendants of border state slavery told fAnot

Came into thisworldthe ame year 62 bl ack bodies hung 1| i ke

Write that | | earned my mor al compass from ma
But grandpa taught the value of havdrk

Together, they taught many children to stand up for human dignity

Their support of the NAACP methlearned of Jim Crow from visiting scholars

People like DuBois brought word, right after he kicked me from my bed

Write that | was enraged by the injustices of my southern brethren

But dondét think Iife in West Chester was with
Yet ma taght me "hate was a tiresome thing"

| would not give in, devoting life to solutions instead

Long before famous moments, | practiced direct action,

an independent warrior determined to take on Jim Crow
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Write that education called, but three colleges Iqstice called louder
Singing along the way, | found my way to the Youth Communist League
From town to town | spoke out against war, believing millions of guns

did nothing to pull us from poverty

Write that just like America time again, YCL abandonetaieequality
But A. Phillip Randolph had a plan.
Together, we pushed FDR to desegregate defens

How many times must we endure partial freedom

Write that in 42, Uncle Sam called my name but | preferred jail
AAny prachieepawhates man from his brother 1is

3 years of straight agitation | made sure they regretted incarcerating me

Write that | didndédt want to go to Montgomery
But no one tells Randolph no

Out with the guns & the guards, in with their Sunday Best,

As they basked in the neviolent light, Ella & | found SCLC

Write that we didnot mind the movement used o
Af ter Greensboro Ell a said it wasnot about h a
but | won myself a bite 20 years before

Convinced a waitress servinge woul dndét stop white customers

Write that sometimes your enemy is clear

Hoover was no friend of mine

Yet sometimes your enemy looks like your brother

Powell Jr. threatened to spread false rumors about the King & |
| learned loyalty is conditionatespectability politics ruled

Over 20 arrests did not protect my role
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Yet write that the movement meant more to me than any relationship
A hundred years afteemancipation it was time fdine big 6 march

Make the world see our demands for freedom andtfmips

Every detail covered, | willed a success

A quarter million dreaming will do

Write that injustice anywhere called my name

| was not confined to one and spoke my mind

|l never hid myself from the world, but the wo
Evench | drenés books donoét teldl my full story bu
AThe bar omet e LABBEQcommmuniteddmands their freedom too

50 years after our March, Obama granted me a freedom medal as wedding bells began to chime
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Bernard Lafayette Jr.
By Griffin Pepper

Write that | was afraid.

As a child, my nightmares of visiting ghosts would keep me

awake.

So, | went to the cemetery.

Night after night, | returned, unbroken, to defeat my demons.

Write that | fight my fear.

Write that | was a grandsavho loved his grandma.

She taught me the harsh reality of living in our skin

in the South.

One day, we paid the streetcar conductor our fee,

walked to the back of the car.

The conductor pulled away, trying to steal our fare,

and we ran.
Grandma almosell as she reached for the rail,
humiliated by this conductor,

But she never gave up her dignity.

After that day, | committed to the movement
and joined the NAACP.

At twelve years old.

Write that | learned from my ancestors,

and | will not let them dan.

Write that | was only one of thousands of souls
committed to nonviolence.
That James Bevel,

Jim Lawson,

NEH Summer Institute 2018 Civil Rights Movement
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Ralph Abernathy,

and Colia Lidell, my wife,

Write that we chose nonviolence to win people over
by showing them love.

Write that | was a FreedoRider,
And | have the scars to prove it.
One on my head, about the size of
a golfball.

|l td6s sore stild/l

Write that | took Selma with Colia.

With SNCC, we volunteered to lead the voter registration drive,

To give our brothers and sisters a voice,
To unify us with our democratic rights,

To insist that justice come to Selma.

Write that | was beaten but survived

The same night Medgar was shot and killed.

Write that | saw individuals fight against the system,

And write that they believed justice wouldroe.

Write that we still believe.

Write that we still work.

NEH Summer Institute 2018 Civil Rights Movement
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Sprouting Revolution: Betita Martinez
By Billy Rutherford

Write that revolutionary roots run through me,

roots that sprouted up from a new seed

planted with my f aedher és wor
He told stories of the campesinos rising,

Zapata marching in from across the horizon

coming to Mexico City, laying rest to the old sun

our people dancing to the beat of a bold gun,

my heart racing in my fatheroés |l ap |ike Zapat

Writet hat | didno6ét rely on the Ilies | heard in s
for my father educated me so | woul dndt grow
|l knew Uncle Sam bombed Veracruz and spilled

and that stars and stripes meant conquest was roaring in like a flood.

Write that eva as | grew up learning revolution,

| believed my own skin was adding to pollution.

My suburban school had a freshly cut green lawns and pale faces
telling me that brown kids, like black kids, were nothing but disgraces.
Going into town, | learned to ngate the back of the bus,

being told to accept second class status without a fuss.

Write that | am Betita Martinez, whose name reveals | am a Chicana,
and | claim this name to stand with the people, my people, la Raza.
Remember that | once hid this nanmel @alled myself Elizabeth Sutherland,

scared that | would not put food on the table if the white man knew my motherland.

Write that as a grown woman, being a publishe

for he wanted more for me than some cleragpicket fence, and kids to raise,
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so he pulled me outside the Big Apple, beyond the belly of the beast

to Cuba, where the revolution was sweeter than Snapple, rising like bread with double yeast.

Write that socialist Cuba created a socialist me,
andi came back to the beastds gut with new eyes:s
t hat the | i fe | mu s t i ve | canot find in soa

so instead | joined the struggle, coming to S

Write that the four young souls ripped from their church in Birmingham
sent me South in 664, quitting my job with a n
to chase freedom that summer,

traveling distances like a marathon runner.

Write that my motherés white skin and Europea
and that shared oppressiled to my belief in Brown and Black solidarity,
a bond that | asted -jagkst SNCCO6s move to be all

which left me with confusion and a bag to pack.

Write that | went to the part of Mexico they call new but | know is old
land that colonization ripped frohome to fit an American mold.
| next went to the bay and ran for governor

seeking to become the peoplebs comforter.

Write that | was not red or blue, dissatisfied with the-paoty system,
knowing that both options dull our mind and keep us in prison.
Ibve seen identity politics do much of the san

keeping the downtrodden apart without seeing

Write that | see white supremacy crushing black, brown, poor without stopping to hesitate.
Write that | wrote,i $ibes wuuesgetrler do@oa lal besat
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For Bob Moses

SNCC organizer
By Andrew Stein

Write that | am a teacher

That | learned of the Movement first from students, who starte

sit-ins

That | risked my life for those students
For their mothers and for thdathers
And for their children

For my three children

Write that | was in Mississippi
That | learned from the warriors of this state

And amplified the voices of these warriors, the real Cold Warriors

Write that | am part of a family of organizers

That | learned from Ella Baker

That | am the legacy of Ella Baker

And | learned from Amzie Moore

Who taught me about the significance of voting rights

Who helped me to establish the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

Write that even though | began the projefctoter registration in the Delta
Even as | nurtured the leadership of other younger SNCC volunteers

| walked in their shoes

James Chaney

Mickey Schwerner

Andrew Goodwin

Joyce Ladner
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Maria Varela
Judy Richardson

| continue to walk in their shoes

Write that | embodied solidarity between North and South

And between peoples of the Global South

My wife Janet and | moved to Tanzania to teach the mathematics of liberation

And afterward | went to Cambridge to earn a PhD in the philosophy of mathematics

Write that | am still a math teacher today
Director of the Algebra Project

Student, leader, warrior

NEH Summer Institute 2018 Civil Rights Movement
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C.C. Bryant
BySarah Bugay

Write that | asked Moses to come down
Way, way down to Mississippi land.
That we worked to register our voice, doughts, our

opinion® our right to vote.

For the right to vote was announcing our citizenship

It was declaring our rights

Write that | knew we lived in Klan Kountry

| Know that.

| Knew that.

And despite all that knowing, knowing what the white men mighiodme; knowing what the
Klan might do to me,

Write that | knew what was rightthat without freedom for all, there is freedom for none.

Write that | fought back. Oh yes, | fought back.
Struck back with my organizing,

Punched back with my talking,

Firedback with gunfire.

Write that while they could, and did, bomb my
they could not destroy the movement.

Write that their acts of hate could not match our collective objective.
Write that | saihde,r e Yamuw camdtt .ccSmmeoneds got
Write that we in McComb understand community

And our community was ready for a change.

Write that | am C.C. Bryant
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For Clyde Kennard

By Youssef Carter

000000000809
fOde to the Death Angel 0o

|l t s tr aredimmy eyes

My hands are growing cold

Well take me on then
That | might at least become my soul

(Clyde Kennard wrote those lines three days before his death in the summer of 1963; while
unjustly imprisoned due to his attempt to integrate Mississippi Southeversity, he

contracted colon cancer and was still made to labor on the cotton plantation of Parchman
Penitentiary. This military veteran was denied medical attention. Due to his failing by health, He
was later released but not exonerated. Weighinghess100 pounds, He wrote those words as

his body was rapidly deteriorating.)

00000000000

If by chance you should drive
along highway 32

and cross the Parchman

And you should pass a large tree
Standing wide

Tall and proud

At its base

There is an etching

Of a name

Passed down to these tired bones
From wrinkled hands

Calloused from many harvests
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Sentenced to the hard labor

Of trying to make a way

When there was none

If by chance you should find that tree
Know that at its base

Is where | buried a sileqtrayer

Into a soil burned by the bloody sweat
Pulled from the backs of a blues people
Sentenced to the hard labor

Of trying to build a nation

Behind enemy lines

If by chance you should plunge your hands
Into that Mississippi soll

Know that at its base

Is where | asked for the strength

To die a good death

If by chance you should remember me
Write that | was strong

Tell my mother

That | did not die alone

My Lord was with me

If by chance you should remember me
Write that | was brave

Write that | tried to fee my people
Write that | tried to free you too

Write that | am still here

| am standing with you

Encouraging you to hold the line
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Dear sons and daughters

You still have a long way to go

You still have a lot of ground to cover
Not only can you do it

You must

NEH Summer Institute 2018 Civil Rights Movement
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Colia Liddell Lafayette
By Jillian Villars

Write that I, born and raised in Hinds County, Mississippi in
1940
Follow in the footsteps of my mother and father

both registered voters

Write that | grew up in the pews of the progressive Baptist

church

And in the red dirt fields where my father organized farm laborers

Write that my childhood home was a place of refuge for voter registration activists

Write that my big brother and | crawled stealthily through the peach orchards and pecan groves
Waiting for the mailman to leave us a buffalo nickel each day

Write that once we tried to spend our buffalo nickel on a Coke

But a white customer poured the coke on the floor

And let her dog lap it up

Saying shedd rather give a dog a coke before

We were 3and 5 years old.

Write that | went on to attend Tougaloo College
Where | founded the NAACP Youth Council in Jackson
Write that | organized on behalf of women, youth, workers and the homeless

Write that our organizing convinced Charlie Cobb to stayenthMi s si ssi ppi del t a
062
Write that | experienced police brutality 1in

Write that | was a field secretary for SNCC in Alabama

that | became executive secretary of SNCC

Write that | love farming
Write that | love the redirt of Mississippi
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that | can farm anywhere

That | taught my children to farm
Outside Canton, Mississippi
Where Black Power was born

Write that | am a PaAfricanist

That my roots go back to indigenous West and East Africa
Write that | was an organizén the Black Power Movement
Write that | was an editor for the Jackson Advocate

Write that | worked for Cynthia McKinney

When she ran as the Presidential candidate for the Green Party in 2008
Write that | ran for US Senate in 2012

with a top priority offree education for all

from preschool through college.

Write that | support the Movement for Black Lives

Write that Black Power and the Movement for Black Lives

Are successors of the Civil Rights Movement

Which began with black voters like my mother datther

And which never really ended.

Because the fight for justice never ends.

And | must leave my footsteps for the next generation to follow

They have big shoes to fill.
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Cordy Tindell (C.T.) Vivian
By Yeshi Gusfield

Write that | was trained to resist oppression from childhood.

First, | resisted with my feet, moving from Missouri where my

family were tenant farmers to Macomb, lllinois where we had

more opportunities.

Write that as a young adult in 1947 Preoriekioi s, | sat i n to successf

Cafeteria- 13 years before the sit movement went viral.

| was there, in Nashville, when the-gitmovement finally gained momentum. | was there
studying the philosophy and tactics of Ghandian-viotence in ministry school and there

protesting for equal rights outside of the ma

| joined the SCLC and was very close with Martin King.
| fully embraced notviolence both as a philosophy of life and a pdcdititactic. For me, nen

violence was truly what the movement was about.

| was a freedom rider, replacing injured members of the first wave of CORE activists.

Sent to Parchman Prison where | was beaten.

In 1965 Selma, Alabama | called Sheriff Jim Clarkacist Nazi before he famously beat me in
front of national media, exposing his immorality.
I n front of the camer as, | procl ai med, fAWedre

democracy in the streets! o

| led wadeins in Florida to deseggate public beaches.
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In 1966, | shifted my attention North to organize against racism in the union movement and to

negotiate truces between rival gangs in Chicago.

| worked on Jesse Jackson6s 1984 campaign,
rights, and | founded the Anriilan Network andBlack Action Strategies and Information Center

(BASIC) which my son currently runs.

Write that | see the legy of the Civil Rights Movement everywhere, that | am proud of the
work we did, and that at 94, | continue to support struggles for justice from my home in Atlanta,

Georgia.
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Dorie Ladner
By Raymond Brookter

Write that | é

From Pal mer6s Crossing came ...
To protest burning crosses i ;?

To protest daily losses ﬁ
Of dignity -
To protest right to our names

To protest against an enemy
That would demean and disrespect
To protest an enemy that with cowardly raob

Would take your neck.

Write that |

Lived in a state where mme €emed to need us
Except to hold one race supreme.

They called us bottom feeders.

Daily abuse of soul, body, and mind

Made us wonder if the time

Would ever come when we could be free?

In these fields would we shetbbd for Liberty?

Write that | é

Read about heroes and heroines of justice

I n days when the world sure needed 06em
As ateenage girll dreamed about freedom.

Yet told in Mississippi that such visions were vanity

For Blacks in those times it was considered insanity

Yet holding feelings whin

Seemed to be more of a sin
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Being told you could be anything in this nation

But could not win.

Write that | é
Woul dnot | et a cl erk
Woul dnot | et a raci st

Beneath my clothes

Or strangle me.

So, | went roughneck

Put the attackein check

Turned his secalled smooth move

Into a trainwreck.

Write that | é
Gave the movement my support

Against my motherds protest

To express or redress

Injustice

Done to My people

But | remember her retort

That | should have killed the white man
That handled me as a sport

So with that implicit endorsement

| gave it my all

Write that | é
Fought for freedom

Until the nation saw Segregation fall.

j erk

manhandl e me

demean

me
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For Eldridge Willie (E.W.)

Steptoe
By Will Ehrerdld

Write that | organized my neighbors in Missggsi

10 years before Freedom Summer showed us what could be.\

Write that | brought the NAACP and SNCC to Amite County,

Planting seeds of liberty that would grow into trees.

Write that | held meetings on my little farm,
Despite warnings that it could bringutm.
Write that | grabbed Bob Moses by the arm,

Insisting he stay, but refusing to disarm.

Write that | saw a comrade killed by our representative,
Simply for demanding the rights that ought to be his.
From then on, | carried a gun to guarantee justice.
Write that | lived to vote the murderer out of office.

In the face of danger,
My resolve never wavered.
Neither sheriff nor hoodekdlan

Could interrupt my labor.

Write that | stood up to be counted,

And held firm where many faltered.

Above all, write thamy fight was successful,
This grandson of slaves voted and ran for office
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Ella Baket'We Who Believe
In Freedom Cannot Rest

Until it Comes”
By Catherine Thompson

| was born into the freedom struggle

My grandmot her , ABet 0 Ross L.{
sherefused to marry the man chosen by her enslaver

Her resistance was punished brutally

But she danced until dawn at every celebration

her spirit unbroken and resilient.

My formative years at Shaw nurtured me intellectually
Deepening my understanding oéttvorld around me

Cultivating my resistance to unjust authority.

| advocated for the right of classmates to wear silk stockings
not because | wore them

but because it should be their right to wear what they wanted.
It was the twenties after all.

Write that | found a new home in New York

at the Harlem branch library and the YWCA.

That | thrived on those streets

immersed in a black political life and community organizing
hungry to | earn everything | didnot
Write that | began networking there

Cultivating a black book of activists to call on from anywhere.
| organized with the NAACP and SCLC for years,

| was indispensable in each.

But let them know that | was an outside within.

| defied top down leadership

know.
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challenged undemocratic structures and
trarsgressed gender nor@s

like when | distributed copies dfie Crisisin poolrooms.
| refused to pander to male egos.

| believed in the movement, not in organizations.

| built trust and relationships

through discussion, debate, and struggle.

Know that lwas interested in creating leadership,
not leaders.

In truth, my ego was never at stake.

AStrong people dgogm@atblneed strong | eaders

|l think thatodés why they call me the godmot her
Write that I 6m Miss EIll a Baker and | said thi
AWe Wbbieve in freedom cannot rest wuntil It c
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Fannie Lou Hamer
By Kasha Hayes

| held the cotton boll

in my fingers as | worked the fields

as a child, understanding that

Asharecropping was just slavery by a gentl er
Writet hat | didndét | et that stop me.

My mother was strong and resilient,

and she taught me to love myself

because black is beautiful.

As a young woman, | was sterilized

without my consent,

known at that time as the AMIi ssissippi append
Writethatld dnét | et that stop me.

| adopted two little girls with my husband, Pap

And later, four young men taught me about voting

| tried to register, but failed the test,

and on the way home, the police stopped our bus,

claiming it was Atoo yell ow. 0

Writethatt di dndét | et that stop me.

| lost my job and the night riders

shot in my house.

| went back to retake the literacy test

and register to vote. | passed.

| raised my voice in song and

Truth-telling, joining the Movement.

While | was in South Carolina,

| was intimidated, and arrested,

and brutally beaten, leaving permanent damage.

Write that | didnét | et that stop me.
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